
Westfield Middle School Rock Talk Tournament
November 11, 2023
8:00 am - 2:00 pm

Greetings Coaches and Competitors,

You are invited to Westfield Middle School’s Rock Talk Tournament on November 11, 2023. We will be
competing in person at 345 W. Hoover St, Westfield, IN 46074 from 8:00 am to 2:00 pm.

AWARDS - Double ribbons will be awarded to the top eight places in each event (16 entries). Team trophies
will be awarded to the top three schools in both large and small divisions for Team Sweepstakes. WMS will not
participate in Team Sweepstakes.

CATEGORIES - We will be offering all Indiana Middle School Speech & Debate Events, including Indiana
Middle School Lincoln-Douglas Debate (traditional format) and a trial run of Middle School Congressional
Debate.

DEBATE
Lincoln-Douglas Debate Resolution
Dress codes improve educational outcomes in learning environments.

Congressional Debate Bill
This is a new middle school category that we are all trying for the first time. We hope you will try it out to help
our Indiana Middle School Debate program expand. We will be looking for lots of feedback on this, so coaches
are encouraged to observe or send a proxy to observe if possible.
Click here to access the bill. (bit.ly/rocktalk23bill)
Click here to access Middle School Congressional Debate Rules. (bit.ly/inmscongressrules)
**Competitors can earn ribbons at this competition and their points will count toward Sweepstakes, but they
cannot earn NSDA points for this category because it has not yet been state approved.**

DISCUSSION - Middle School Discussion Theme: Technology
Rock Talk Subtopic: Teens & Tech

Round 1: Screens for Good: In what ways can teens use screens to improve their lives, communities,
and society as a whole? Consider education, mental and physical health, empathy, and global
awareness for example.
Round 2: Future Tech Trends:What do you think the future holds for technology and teens? Are there
emerging technologies (like virtual reality or artificial intelligence) that you find exciting or concerning?
What technologies do you hope can be created or are worried might be created but shouldn't? How
might these technologies shape the future for your generation?
Round 3: Teens & Screens:What do teens want when it comes to screen time (autonomy, apps,
downtime, access, etc.)? What do parents want? What do teachers, child psychologists, technology
experts, pediatricians, and other professionals say about teens and screens? With all of these
perspectives, what is an ideal plan for teens and screens?

DOUBLING - Doubling is encouraged in all categories with these exceptions. These specific combinations will
not be available:

CONGRESSIONAL DEBATE + BROADCAST
CONGRESSIONAL DEBATE + EXTEMP
LINCOLN-DOUGLAS DEBATE + DISCUSSION
BROADCAST + EXTEMP

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Mg1tnUhFTlloue1-OBzrUCtO97e8DI-wfSjStuIL7Zo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TImhYhGDe0wUaWT4CFNW-NQenLY0XWDzzoDsll4Sp6Q/edit?usp=sharing


ENTRY DEADLINE, FEES, & CAPS - Entries are due on Wednesday, November 8, at 12:00 pm. Each entry is
$2 and will offset the costs of ribbons and trophies. Make checks payable to WMS and mail to Christine
Shepard, 345 W. Hoover St., Westfield, IN 46074. Each school is limited to 50 entries. Late additions are
discouraged but may be permitted on a case-by-case basis. (If costs are prohibitive, please let us know. We
want more students competing, not fewer.)

SWEEPSTAKES - Schools with 25 or more entries will be entered as large schools. Schools with 24 or fewer
entries will be entered as small schools. As the host school, Westfield will not be entered into Sweepstakes.

DROP DEADLINE - The drop deadline is Saturday, November 12, at 6:00 am, after which you will need to text
Stephanie directly at 317-374-5858 to make drops. There is a $2 drop fee.

JUDGES - Each school is responsible for bringing one judge for every five speech entries or fraction thereof (6
entries = 2 judges) and 1 judge for every 2 debate entries. Judges need to bring a laptop for scoring. We will
score online through SpeechWire.

SPEECHWIRE REGISTRATION & ENTRIES - Please remember that in order to enter students and judges in
the tournament, you must first collect email addresses from them, set up SpeechWire accounts for them, and
remind each of them to activate their accounts. Participants cannot share the same email address.

COACHES’ & JUDGES’ MEETING - There will be a meeting for coaches and judges beginning promptly at
8:30 am in the media center.

TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE - The schedule is tentative, but we will start at 8:00 am. There will be three
speech rounds and four debate rounds.

8:00 - 8:20 Team Check-in
Concessions available all day
Hospitality Room for judges and coaches available all day

8:30 - 8:45 Judges’ / Coaches’ Meeting in the Media Center
Competitors Meeting in the Cafeteria
**Congressional Debate, Broadcast, & Extemp questions given priority.**

9:05 - 9:35 Broadcast & Extemp Prep 8:50 - 9:50 Congressional Debate

9:45 - 10:40 Speech Round 1 10:00 - 10:40 Lincoln-Douglas Round 1 (doublers debate first)

10:45 - 11:40 Speech Round 2 10:45 - 11:15 Lincoln-Douglas Round 2 (doublers debate first)

11:45 - 12:40 Speech Round 3 11:45 - 12:45 Lincoln-Douglas Round 3 (doublers debate first)

12:45 - 1:20 Lunch, snacks, games, score tabulations

1:30 - 2:00 Individual Ribbons + Team Sweepstakes in the South Gym

HOSPITALITY - Our Westfield S&D families are collaborating to provide drinks, snacks, and soups for the
judges and coaches who attend our tournament. Coffee and creamer/sugar will be available.

CONCESSIONS - Cash-only concessions will be available all day including breakfast and lunch options.

QUESTIONS - If you have any questions about this tournament, please contact Christine Shepard and
Stephanie Hodge at shepardc@wws.k12.in.us, hodges@wws.k12.in.us.

mailto:shepardc@wws.k12.in.us
mailto:hodges@wws.k12.in.us


COACHES

Please remind your students to clean up after themselves in their competition rooms and in the cafeteria.

Drops/adds/changes need to be reported to Stephanie at 317-374-5858. Please include as much
information/detail as possible when texting (student name, coach name, school name, category, etc.). The
more information we have, the faster we can make changes.

Day-of issues can also be reported to Stephanie at 317-374-5858 or Christine at 317-502-8915. Text is
faster, but calls are fine, too.

Please prep your judges by sharing the Indiana MS Speech & Debate Rules with them.

JUDGES

WiFi: Guest_BYOD (no password) orWWS_Devices (password: perseverance).

To stay on time, please start rounds within 5 minutes of their start time.

If you are missing a competitor, text Stephanie at 317-374-5858. Please include as much information/detail as
possible when texting (student name, coach name, school name, category, room number, etc.). The more
information we have, the faster we can find out what’s going on and report back to you. If they do not arrive
within 5 minutes, go ahead and start without them, but they can still come late. Only record someone as a
drop/no-show once you’ve confirmed with Stephanie.

Submit all rankings at live.speechwire.com before moving on to the next round. PLEASE include comments for
every competitor. These comments can be added during the afternoon break before awards if you don’t have
time to submit them before a round ends.

COMPETITORS

Be courteous in the hallways - others are performing in classrooms - don’t run or yell.

Do not go into the gymnasium area.

Clean up after yourself. Don’t leave trash behind. Keep your belongings in a neat pile so you don’t leave
anything behind.

Be early to your rounds.

Wait outside the classroom before your round. Students are not allowed into a classroom without an adult in
the room.

Thank the judges before you leave each round; they are volunteers.

Judges are volunteers. They may be new to judging your event. If you think they may be misjudging or don’t
quite know the rules accurately, speak politely to them about it as soon as possible, but remember to be polite.
In the end, what the judge in your room says is the final decision for that round, and your being graceful about
it will do more for you than being contemptuous (angry). Take it up with your coach after the round ends if you
feel something is unresolved.

http://live.speechwire.com


If you don’t know where to go or need to drop, ask an adult (preferably your coach) for help; don’t just skip a
round.

If you are waiting for a long time for a judge or feel like you are maybe in the wrong place, quickly ask an adult
for help (preferably your coach).

Be aware of the many ears around you. Talk kindly about others. If you have something negative to say, keep it
to yourself or wait until you get home.

Be confident (not arrogant). Your confidence level comes through in your performance and can help you place
higher. Judges don’t know what your speech was “supposed” to say, so just keep moving forward if you
stumble.

Have fun and get to know new people. Compliment competitors when you notice something they have done
well. It feels good to be kind to others and to hear compliments. If you continue in S&D next year or in high
school, many of these same people will be there with you.


